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see cheer and comfort in their faces, as if it were a new world. The second point was, that I let them know how his Majesty at his going gave me charge to call and receive from them the accounts of their circuits, according to his Majesty's former prescript to be set down in writing, and that I was to transmit the writings themselves to his Majesty ; and accordingly as soon as I have received them I will send them to his Majesty." ....
After the 9th of May we hear no more of Bacon for above a week, owing partly no doubt to his absorption in the work of the Chancery, but possibly also to a fit of the gout, which kept him so often from the Council and Star Chamber that people began to doubt whether he would prove equal to his work. Star Chamber days, says Chamberlain, May 24, "have been few or none this term, or not past once at most, by reason of the Lord Keeper's indisposition, which hath greatly hindered both that Court and the Chancery, and if it should continue would much disturb the whole course of Westminster Hall and the Council-table, where matters of greatest moment are still put off and reserved till he may be present. His infirmity is given out to be the.gout, and the greatest harm or sense he hath of it is in his heel; and sometimes he takes pleasure to flout and play with his disease ; which he says hath changed the old covetous course and is become ambitious ; for never beggar had the gout but he. But in truth the general opinion is that he hath so tender a constitution both of body and mind that he will hardly be able to undergo the burden of so much business as his place requires; and that if lie do not rouse and force himself beyond his natural inclination, both private subjects and the commonwealth will suffer much."
We shall see presently how groundless this apprehension was, as far, at least, as the business of the Chancery was concerned. It is true that he was unable to attendsecond marriage between him and the Lord Keeper'a niece does not appear to have had success. (Note by R. Stephens.)
